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 HH/LL     MM/*L*L 
1.      | |   →       | | 

 [CViVi]     [CViVi] 

 A H or L tone sequence associated with identical vowels in a monosyllabic word 
is lowered; H to M and L to *L (extralow). 

2.  a.  [H L ...  →  [M L ... 
 b.  L H L ...  →  L M L 
 A H tone between two Ls or at the beginning of a word followed by a L tone is 

lowered to M. 
3.  a.  H  L  H  →  H M H 

 b.  H L ]  →  H M ] 
 A L tone between two H tones or following a H tone word finally is M. 
 Rules 2 and 3 further show that the beginning of a word acts as a lowering 

environment and the end as a raising environment. Everett (1978) refers to this as word-
level intonation.  

Paóxai hi gáisai. Paóxai hi gáisai. Xabótoó. Góoó kai sígiaihíx, gáihí. Xaí ti gáisai. 
Xabótopaíi xáaga. 
Dan he spoke. Dan he spoke. Armpit. What is the name of that? I spoke. It is an armpit. 

Hi xoósobaáti, Xaíbígaí. Hi xoósobaáti. Hi tí xibíibaíihaí.  
'Look at him (pay attention to him), Dan. Look at him. He ordered me.  
Xaíbígaí. Hi boitóhooi. Hi xaítakoí.  Hi boitó xabaxáí.’ 
‘Dan.  Hi (has a) boat. He really moves. He (in the) boat alone (moves)’.  
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Xm. Baíxi hí oóxíai. Hi gáísai. Xaisigíai kaipaáti. Tí goó kaipíi. 
Hmm. Father he is up high. He spoke. The same do. I WHAT/FOCUS do. 

Xi ígohíagahápiiso.   Xi píío xa xooí. xi píío xasaiai. 
’His growing is finished. He also, jungle. He also can go.' 
Free: When the child gets bigger it can also go to the jungle alone. 

a. HUM SPEECH: Disguise, Privacy, Intimacy, Talk 
when mouth is full, Child language acquisition 
b. YELL SPEECH: Long distance, Rainy days, Most 
frequent use – between huts & across river 
c. MUSICAL SPEECH: ('big jaw') New information, 
Spiritual communication, Dancing, flirtation 
d. WHISTLE SPEECH: (sour or 'pucker' mouth' 
Hunting, – same root as 'to kiss' or shape of mouth Men-
only (as in ALL whistle after eating lemon)) 
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Xaágií xií ti xií xigioó. Ti xigíai xmḿ… 
Path wood (trees) I trees with. I with (them). Hmm… 

The tones are normal word tones, though the tonal rises and falls are exaggerated. 
No special melody. No special theme. They can be repeated. Closest to formulaic.  
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Where recursion isn’t needed, it 
isn’t used – it is neither necessary 
nor sufficient for sentential syntax. 
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Syntax? Any communication system, even DNA, must have 
this). 

Recursion? No. It is a tool, but neither necessary nor sufficient. 

Specific Physical Modality? (Gestures; Speech; Phonology) No. 
(Many species have meaningful sounds and gestures/
movements.) 

Phonetics – the fact that our meanings are instantiated? No. (All 
species have physical instantiations of meaning.) 

Semantics? Not generally. (All species have meaning.)  

Society? A prerequisite. (Although many species have social 
relations.) 
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