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Pike: First to propose the modern phonological
hierarchy in a theoretical context; initial pioneer
of infonational studies - Intfonemes

Cruttendon & British School: Potentially infinite
contours

Bolinger: Began principled limitations on patterns

Liberman & Pierrehumbert: pioneering
formalization and phonetic analysis

ToBI: Serious issues to confront.

The best model for the data included two
factors predicting the size of the acoustic
measure / the likelihood of a ToBl boundary:

(1) recovery: the size of the largest most-
recently completed semantically-related
cogshfuenf up to two phonological phrases;
an

(2) planning: the length of the largest

upcoming constituent which was not an
argument of the most-recently processed head
up to two phonological phrases. -

Bresnan, Selkirk, inter alia (confinuing the
program of syntactocentrism).

Information Structure & intonation

Infonation is read off of phonological
constituents, not morphosyntactic
constituents.
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The first texts | franscribed, learn o recite
very well, and used to convince the
Pirahas | wasn't terribly stupid were

processed without knowing what they
meant — just general subject matter.
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Reading vs. natural

Psychological vs. linguistic distributional
analysis

Willie Humboldt says: connected
discourse

oagairhhf hia baathhia htssaaa;/
W.ﬂf

[¢5) lf//hi;'? owa afl

(2) Poni nia baal hia blssoal nialfiint ?71
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(3 7aiys saa gabagaa/kagaizai hiia’
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Pike's ‘skewing’ of hierarchies
Steedman, others

Quotative
[Ma’ co mao na -in; Guajard]
that:prox:hearer m/f:rp/p go:sg
3sirp/p -3nGuajard
(Brazilian city)
Ng; -nam, ‘oro narima,’' taramaxicon;.
3sirp/p -3pf collective woman
chief

"Who went to Guajard?2" (said) the chief to
the women.'

3/2/10



Magui' co hwara' cahuru cwa ca' nana paln camama' caca me.
They came, those who had long bird-arrows, when they went after birds.

MM/*LAL
1
[CVivi

A H or L fone sequence associated with identical vowels in a
monosyllabic word is lowered; H to M and L to *L (extralow).
2, @k [HL.. — ML...

b. LHL..— LML

A H tone between two Ls or at the beginning of a word followed
by a L fone is lowered to M.
& @L nl B RE = HMH

b. RIL] = HM]

A L tone between two H tones or following a H tone word finally is

10:28:34:04

Stress the rightmost token of the heaviest syllable in the last three
syllables of the word.

CVV>GVV>VV>CV>GY
(C = voiceless; G = voiced)
(! = stress; ‘ = high tone)

i 'small parrot'
g| ‘swift’
meon wild'

‘forehead'
i 'honey bee'
fithi 'tobacco’

S@ 0a0op

o Disguise, Privacy, Intimacy, Talk
when mouth is full, Child language acquisition
b. Long distance, Rainy days, Most
frequent use — between huts & across river

C. (‘big jaw') New information,
Spiritual communication, Dancing, flirtation

d. (sour or 'pucker' mouth'
Hunting, —same root as 'fo kiss' or shape of
mouth Men-only (as in ALL whistle after eating
lemon))

ti piai ~ ki piai ~ ki kiai ~ pi piai ~ /i piai ~ /i /iai ~ ti piai, etc. (*i tiai, * gi
jiai, *bi biai) 'me too’

/apapai ~ kapapai ~ papapai ~ /a/a/ai ~kakakai ~(*tapapai, * tatatai, *
bababai, * gagagai) 'head’

/isiihodi ~ kisiihodi ~ pisiihodi ~pihiihodi ~kihiihodi ~ (alternations with /t/s

Constraint on functional load and necessary contrast (Everett (1985)):

a. Greater Dependence on the Channel — Greater Conirast Required
b. Lesser Dependence on the Channel — Less Constrast Required
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Note the Rising infonation across sentence
boundaries.

‘RP";
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Baasii xo6 hi xagiahapita. Hi xibipiio paitahaa.
Bweet manioc from the jungle he brought. Hi came back into sight.

3/2/10



3/2/10

This sequence includes a command
clause.




Non-perspicuity:
IP can be a word, a phrase, a sentence, a
paragraph.

Each language as a unique case?

“First, several lines of evidence suggest that listeners hear more or
fewer perceptual categories than ToBl models.” (BDKG, 8)

“A second, related drawback of ToBl is its lack of a consistent,
transparent mapping between labeling distinctions and phonetic
and/or percepfual events.” (BDKG, 8)

Rhythm and Pitch (RaP; Dilley & Brown 2005) — Same issues

Lieberman (1965; 1985)
Breen, Dilley, Kraemer, Gibson (2010)
Breen, Gibson, Watson (2010)
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